& EPEECH IN HONOUR OF IAN LITYTLE ON 7THE QCCASION OF THE
PRESENTATION OF A FESTCHRIFT - JAM. 8. 1990.

Ladies and gsntlamen

4e are gatherseg together to present 2 Festschrift to  Ian. A
speech on  this coccasion could adopt the ne in Mark Antony ' s
oration at Caesar’'s funeral. As vyou will see from the first
chapter in the Festschrift, Francis Seton has already done this
in his "Salute Inter Vivos' o Ian. Following Mark Sntony ' = ploy
he begins his piece with the statement: "The title is intended to
put the reader on notice not to esxpect an eloge.” So to
differentiate my product I will urn the Mark Antony opening
gambit around and say: "I come to praise Ian not to bury him.”®
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A Festschriftt, my 0ED tells me, is “a collection of writings in
book Taorm pressnted ic a scholar or savant on the occasion of his
attaining a certain age or period in his carser.”

Ian is certainly a scholar and savant, Sut it would Se difficult
2 zay that he has reached a ‘Ycertain age or pericod in his
career"” which would Justify (i these green times) the
gestruction of whatever number of +trees that have gone into
transtTerring these sssays into print. Soc perhaps I can begin by
describing the genesis of this Festscrift. I think that it was
sometime in late B85 gor sarly 86 when I was lunching with Ian at
the World Rank that it occurred to me that Ian should have a
Festschraiftt. I had just received =3 copy f 5 Festschritt for
spmeone you 211 know who was till recently resident on the other
zide of Et. Giles. In his case the Y attftzining of a zsrizin age
or periond in his career’ was perhaps sufficient Justif:

a Festschrifi. But I at least had mot thought {and stil

ot Ian having "attained & certain age or gpericd in his carser®
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Like our bDlessed Prime Minister I see hiim,

1 e Hia =
and gn and ool Qut I sti11l1 felt that it ssemed untzir that Ian
digd mot have a Fesitschrift. For in this ags of szif-promotion.
when anvone aapearlng in Mark Blaug' = "Who'= Who in Economics
rushes to cplle his or her =o—c=2iled "=scizntific gcaspers’ Lnto a
volume — wlth a2 «opy discretsly posted to éssar Lindbeck in
Stockholm — and cajcles or coercss  assccistes intoc organising a
Festschrift. Ian was too much of a gentieman to do sither.

‘Gentlemen’ . now  that is a2 term that has a st
these dave. I reccgnised this some yvears a&go i
with Ian. We were st a conference in some manocr houses — pratty
close to the one in which lan was brought up. i had just teen
gazaumped by a rather FTambus and brilliiant pianist. My wite of
course had assured me that she had estatcliished a personal
relationship with Rim and that he would not go back on his word
for a trifling 10.000 more than he had agreed to ss11  his house
o us. She of course was wrong, and incensed I told Ian — at the
conference soon afterwards — how the times were “all ocut of
joint’ when one could no longsr take a gentleman at his word.
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Whersupon Ian retortesd: "But =ince when have pianisis been
considered to  he gentlemen.” GQuite! Of course I should have
known,. gentlemen were synonymouss with the landed gentry - and

Ian of course is a truese gsntleman in that senss. Such gentlemen
do not (and neec noit} indulge in seif-promotion.

But Ian clearly deserved a Festschrift and I told him so. I
wrote to Maurice, who concurred, and then did most of the work o
gnsure this volume appeared.

Ian undoubtedly deserved a Festschrift on professional grounds,
it seemed to me, because of his indubitable eminence. For sven
those on the other side recogrnise him as the "asminence grise’ of
what Ian has iabelled the “neoclassical resurgesnce® in
developmant economics. You will see thersfore why the grey cover
with the author’ s photograph that QUF has designed Tor the volume
is wholly appropriate. Andrew Shuller and &nna Zaranko arse to be
thanked for producing what I hope vou will agree is a beautiful
volume.

Though his fame is international. Ian is, at least Tor me,
guintessentially in  the great tradition of English sconomists
from Ricardo. Mill, Marshall to Kevynes — which regrettably ssems
to have atrophisd in more recent times. Moreover. he is alsc an
exemplar of what used to be the great +tradition of Cxzford
economics. For my gensration there were three great sconomists
practising at Oxford — Hicks, Harrod and Little. Despitz ths
differences in their natural gifts and interests, they were the
leaders of an Oxford "culture of =conomics' which alwavs looked
upon the subjiect == a wordly snterprissa. For them. whilst
logical rigour was sssential, sconomics was not =2 sere branch of
applised mathematics,., with economists  sngagsed in deriving rnew
“thzorsms? - in the pretenticus current scisntistic 1 CE.
Theory fTor theory s sake was less at a premium than = uses
uhuer:tanding and changing the world around us. This Ian Litd
has done superlatively in the maiar area of scocnomics that he
Zonczirned himselT with — 2conomic develcpment. Suppose  you
toc choose the 10 most important boocks in develcpment sconomics,
which needed to be pressrved in a time capsuls Tor  the time when
the book-burning holocaust ccourred. dhich would vyou choose?
Welli, here is my list:

1. ¥uznets: Modern Economic Growth

2. Lewis: Theory of Economic Srowth
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Z. Schultz: Transforming Traditicnal Agriculturs
4. Poserup: The Conditions of Agricultural Progress
Z. Bauer: Dissent on Development

&. Sen: Employment, Technolsgy and Development

The next three boocks are sither by Ian or co—authorsd by him:
Zconomic  Development, Industry and Trade 1in  Some Developing
Countries and Project 6&Gppraizal  and Flanning in  Developing

Countriss.
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This makes nine. There is still room for a tenth. As vou can
sege, & bDook on the macroeconomics of development Iis missing from
my list. And of course this is the next book which is due from
Ian'

Of course in this tfschnocratic age, this listing of books will

seem archaic. This was prought home to me some vears ago during
a review of research institutes I had to undertake a3 Research
Administrator at the bHorld Rank. I visited a newly set up

institute in Bu=snos Aires. it was run by two vyoung,., very abls
and well known American trained economists. They were justly
proud of turning out postgraduate students who were on a par with
those from American universities in terms of technical esxpertise.
They showed me around their inmstitute, and then we Zame o the

library, which they sSaid was very well stocked. imagine my
surprisz when I found it consisted entirely of bound copiss of
svery conceivable economics journal, but going back no sors than
10 vears. Ther= wers no  books. Thay iftold me proudly that as
BCOROMIcS was a science, only the latest articles in icurnals
were relevant for researchers, and bpoks ware redundant. To buy

them would be like wasting scarce money in a science library on
defunct books by Bacon and Newton!

I hope this s=scientistic disease does not spread too widelv.
Because as all the great sconomists have realised, =zconomics is

not like physics in this respect. it is a human or socisl
sciesnce, in  which, as Michasl Oakeshott has smphasised, Yhe role
of what he calls “human conversation® is paramount. And in
economics, books unlike articles — with their increasingly rigid
formalism and structure — are the onlvy way in which conversatiocns

Fined Tor

{which re2guirsg spacipusness) can e =conemically =nsn
posterity. Yo show what Jakeshott means I would 1i £
passage trom  him. which will =llow m2 to pinpoint anctser masoc
reason why those who have known lan personally bave

fortunate. Oakesnholt writes:

"As  civilised human  beings., we ars the inheritors,
neither of an inguiry about cursslves and the world,
nor of an accumulating body of information. but of =
conversation, Cegqun in  the grimeval forssts  and

T

extended and made more articulat2 in the courss o
centuries. It is a conversation which goes on both in
public and within sach of scurszelves. OF courss thers
is argument and inguiry and information, out whersver
these are profitable they are to be recognizzsd as
passages in this conversation. and perhnaps they are not
the most captivating of the passages. It is zhe
ability to participate in this conversatiocn. and rnot
the ability to reascn zegently, to make discoveries
about the world, or to contirive a better world., which
distinguishes the human beirng from the animal and the
civilized man from the barbarian. Indeed. it ssems not
improbable that it was the engagement 1o this
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conversation {(where talk

is without a

conclusion) that

gave us cur present  appearance, man being descended

from a race of apes who sat in talk so long and so late

that they wore ocut their tails. Education. properly

speaking, is an initiation into the skill and

partnership of this conversation in which we learn to

recognize  the voices, to distinguish the proper

occasions of utterance. and in which we acguire the

intellisctual and moral haibbits appropriate to

conversation.”
Ian is a past master at such conversations., and I, as 1 am sure
many others, cherish convercsations with him in the past and look
forward to many more in  the future. Ian alwavs wants Tor
himself, and for others, guite rightly, zomecne to  f£alk to.
Unfortunately. perhaps due to  advancing middle age, I find that
there are fewer and fTewer esconomists in the vyounger generations
one can talk to. I do wmnot think this is just middlis aged
dyspepsia but the result of what has happened to the sconomics
profession over the last Tew decades. Most of The wvounger
generation seem to have absorbsd the currsntly Tashionsole view
that anything which cannot t2 put into svmbols is meaningless and

can’'t be economics, and who (as John Hicks noted in one of his
last sssavs!) largely rely on econometrics "tgo make their contact
with realitv”. filas, it 1= rather difficult tg have a
conversation with a differentisal sguation!

Finally, I cannot conclude without offering a salute (sadily
posthumous) to Dobs. Her gaistv, charm and warmth wers2 an
essentisal part of the “exciting’ and glamorous atmosphsre
suryounding the Littles. H2ut asbove all she dessrves hto o=
remembered on this cococasicn. because she was such

part of the enterpriss which
worbk which we are honouring tonight.
most vividly. soon atter Dobs died,
‘bachelor mDad’ - as the Americans
widowers - avseif I hasisn to zdde of
seemed to me then that a bulwark in
away, and it speasks fTor his great
then made =& life ocn his own and
gather from the joys of being

helped to
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To Ian, then, friend. mentcr,

to present this modest token of ocur
gone and in anticipation of what is
Ceepak Lal
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